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General informations about the library and the CERN Bookshop

Opening hours: 
Monday-Friday
09:00 - 18:00

The library has 16’000 books freely available, as well as latest 
issues of selected journals.

40’000 documents (incl. standards and paper journals) in 
storage and available on request

CERN Library CERN Bookshop

We offer not only physics and mathematics books but also 
popular science, children’s books, CERN photo books, as 

well as books in different languages (English, French, Italian, 
German)

Browse the bookshop catalogue: 

https://catalogue.library.cern/search?q=&f=tag%3ABOOK-
SHOP&l=grid&order=desc&p=1&s=15&sort=created 

Payment: 
cash/card or CERN budget code

Opening hours: 
Monday-Friday
09:00 - 18:00

Open 24/7 with 41 workplaces. 
You are welcome to use it as a quiet workspace.             

Library lockers (storage for max. 24 hrs) and a water fountain 
at your disposal 

Public PCs to search the library catalogue; four screens for 
connecting laptops

Help yourself to recent copies of the CERN Courier, CERN 
Bulletin and PDG review 
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Which subject are covered?

03

Science and 
knowledge in general

Computer Science
Management
Philosophy

Social Sciences
General Science

Mathematics

52

Mathematics
Chemistry & Biology

Astronomy
Applied Sciences

Engineering
Arts

Languages
History
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How to locate your book on the shelf? 

In order to locate a book, click on the document of the physical item

To locate a book there are two elements that are important to refer to:

To help you find the shelf inside the 
library, you can use the map in the 

catalogue.

The Call number

The shelf number The shelf number is 
always located on 

top of the shelf on the 
black metal bar 

The call number is a 
specific number given  

to the book, it is always 
on the spine of the 

book
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For a specific term or part of 
the title: 

How to search in the CERN Library catalogue

use the double quotation 
marks when searching 

You can require presence of 
both terms:

use either the + or AND 
operator

You can require absence of one 
or more terms:

use either the - or NOT 
operator

A complete search guide is avalable on the catalogue :  https://catalogue.library.cern/guide/search 
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How to borrow books or other documents? 
For the paper copies of documents you have two options to request the loan:

Pick it up at the library desk

Once the request has been 
processed, an email would be sent 

with important information regarding 
the loan

Pick it up at the library desk

As soon as the book has been sent, 
the delivery of the package to your 
office takes between 3-4 working 

days  

On the right side of the document’s page, you would find a 
grey box with the devlivery option that you can choose



8

How to connect to SNV Connect to access standards?

“SNV connect” offers an online 
access to

current and historical standards, 
in English, French or German, 
published by SNV, IEC, SIA, 

Electrosuisse and ISO. 

It includes more than 45,000 
standards. CERN readers can 

access the standards 
online and download 

them on their computer 
as PDF file. 



9

How to access to Springer electronic resources? 

The majority of resources in the library catalogue are electronic and e-book

1.	 log in with CERN 
account

2.	 download the whole 
book or individual 
chapters

3.	 EzProxy is already 
applied, it is possible to 
access without being at 
CERN
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E-books provided by O’Reilly require to select CERN as your institution before you can gain access

How to access to O’Reilly electronic resources? 
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How to download from E-Book 
Central?

Less expensive e-books 
are available for 

download for 14 days, 
after that they disappear 

from your PC. 
You need to download 
Adobe Digital Editions 

to view them

1 2

3 4
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How to request a book
 from E-Book Central?

More expensive e-books are 
only available on request, which 

is evaluated by us. We will 
first check for less expensive 

alternatives (e.g. physical copy or 
interlibrary loan).

You can still read online for 
the first 5 minutes for free (for 
example if you only want to 

verify a reference)



13

Online resources external to the Library catalogue

Dictonaries and reference books : e.g. Oxford English Dictionary, Oxford References, Grand Robert

Online databases : e.g. Total Materia, Nucleonica

Scientific writing references : Chicago Manual of Style, Oxford Style guide

Online trainings and video : O’Reilly learning platform

Online standards : SNV Connect
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Cannot find what you’re looking for ? 

Request what you cannot find in the CERN Library catalogue by submitting this form : 
https://catalogue.library.cern/requWest

Loan: 
We can get books that 
we do not have in our 

catalogue  
Usually delivered in 2-5 

days
Purchase: 

We can order books 
for you with payment 

by cash/card or budget 
code

Article copy: 
If you cannot access an 
article you would like 
to read online, we can 
deliver it within 24h

Suggestion: 
Let us know if an 

important document 
or book is missing in 
our collections – We 

can purchase it for the 
library
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How to borrow a book when the library is closed ?

Make sure that the 
barcode is the same one 

as the one of the book you 
would like to borrow

The barcode is 
usually on the 
first pages of 

the book

Here an exemple of a 
barcode
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The self-checkout

2.
Login with your 

CERN SSO

3.
Scan the barcode 
inside  the book

4.
Register the loan 5.

If it does not work 
please send an email 
to library.desk@cern.

ch and we will register 
the loan for you

6.
Send feedback to 

library.desk@cern.ch 

1.
Scan the QR code
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How to return a book while the Welcome Desk is closed ?

Outside of the opening hours of the Library Welcome Desk you can return your 
books in the grey box beside the coffee machine.
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Consulting books in the library

After consultation, you can leave the books on the dedicated trolleys in the 
library. 

We will re-shelve them for you! 
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Accessability at the library

Recharging station at the 
”Kuppel” chairs

Ear plug dispenser
better visible 

signs
Audiobooks & 

videos

Noise canceling headphones 
and magnifying glasses can 

be borrowed at the Welcome 
Desk

 have been added to 
the library

Reduction of surrounding 
noise for a moment of 

relaxation
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Island SOLO

An Island SOLO: an acoustic booth for 
calls and video conferences without being 

disturbed or disturbing others.

It is located next to the lockers in the CERN 
Library


